C START ") 
BIDDING MODE?V*-l 



200 



IDENTIFY HOW MANY AND 
WHAT WORK ITEMS TO 
PUT OUT FOR BID 



I 



204 



DETERMINE BIDDING START 
TIME AND DURATION FOR 
EACH WORK ITEM OR WORK 
ITEM TYPE 



I 



208 



INVOKE BID ITEM 
SELECTING AGENT 



^212 



FIG. 2 



f START 



RECEIVE LIST OF WORK 
ITEMS AND TIMING 
INFORMATION FROM 
WORKLOAD MONITORING 
AGENT 



300 
304 



CONFIGURE BID PROCESS 
FOR EACH WORK ITEM 



I 



PUT EACH WORK ITEM 
OUT FOR BID 



I 



RECEIVE THE BIDS 



DETERMINE WHICH BID(S) 
WILL BE ACCEPTED 



I 



ENQUEUE WORK ITEM IN 
CORRECT EXTERNAL 
AGENT QUEUE FOR 
SERVICING 



308 



312 



316 



320 



324 




FIG. 3 



RECEIVE LIST OF WORK ITEMS AND TIMING 
INFORMATION FROM WORKLOAD MONITORING AGENT 



304 



CONFIGURE BID PROCESS FOR EACH WORK ITEM 



PUT EACH WORK ITEM OUT FOR BID 



I 



RECEIVE THE BIDS 



GET THE BIDS 



N 



PUBLISH BIDS TO BIDDING AGENT 



308 



312 



316 



400 



404 




TIME IS UP? 




408' £ 



DETERMINE WHICH BID(S) WILL BE ACCEPTED 

I 



ENQUEUE WORK ITEM IN CORRECT EXTERNAL AGENT 
QUEUE FOR SERVICING 



Y / NEXT WORK ITEM \ H 



320 



324 




IN QUEUE? 




328 £ 

Q STOP ) 332 



FIG. 4 



500 

1 


504 

{ 


,508 
( 


r 512 
f 


,516 
f 


WORK 


BID 


BIDDING 


AGENT SKILL 


AGENT VALUE 


ITEM 


RECEIVED 


AGENT 


LEVEL 


METRIC 


1 


$1 


5 


3 


X 


1 


$3 


4 


7 


XX 


1 


$2 


3 


6 


XXX 


1 

• 
• 


$5 

• 
• 


2 

• 

• 


8 

• 


XXXX 

• 


• 

n 


• 


• 


• 
• 


• 
• 



FIG. 5 




FIG. 6 



